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SAN ANGELDO MUSEUM
OF FINE ARTS
AND EDUGATION CENTER

San Anpelo, Texas, 1999

I Sauy Angpalo Museom ol Fire Arts
(SAMEA) was Tounded in 1981, and formally
apmng o the pubdic feur years later in a
restoroedd Dalcling at Fort Concho, Not a
dlicads had passed before the musaum
ganedd prominence on the natlenal an scena
wneh became host of the Annual National
Ceramic Compaetition, tha pramier overnt ol
itz kind in America. Having outgrown its
lacilties, HHPA was commissioned to
design a new museun at the heart of a
burgeoning historic, cultural, and economic
redavelopment zone,

SAMFA programs extend beyond
conventional museum boundaries, The
Institution serves as a center of cuiture,
education, and entertainment, providing

its community with broad access to art
exhibitions and educational opportunities.
Joining its efforts is Angelo State University,
whose arl departrment will conduct! regular
shucho ant classes al the musaum.

The building’s design comprises dislinct
architectural elements, each onanted to take
aclvantage of s pivotal location, Its long,
rectangular plan runs paraliel to the city's
rew Faseo de Santa Angela, a landscaped
walkoanvay that connects Fort Concho, a pre-
served Texas frontier military fort, to the
historic downtown across the North Concho
River. SAMFA connects dirmcily to Rnver
Waik, a several-mile area of continuous
pathways and parkland, and it s adjacent to
River Stage, an outdoor perfonmance venue.
The buildings sast fagade is scalad to
respond 1o the vehiculkar views from a lange
thomoughfare, the west elevation engages
the character of the developing paseo, while
thia north end is shaped to look out Lo the
river and the downtown area boyvond,

In its elongated shape, matarials, color,
and texiure, (he new miuseum resambles
the limestone buildings at Fort Conchao.
West Texas limestone, quarried nearby,
sheathes the mass of the building. Rough-
back limestong with weathered and doap
pock-marks is used on porions of the
builkding to create shadows and give
definition and depth. Blocks of varying
color saturation and texture are positioned
in stnped arrangerments. A spavined,
copper-clad roof distinguishes the building
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from a chstance, allowing it to becoma
another.of the city's landmarks. Generous,
scalloped-shapa balconies and a ooftop
soulpture garden provide respite and views
of the downtown skyline.

The main and upper levels of the mussum
house flexible gallenes of varying sizes.

One also funclions as an open collections-
storage area; another includes a promenade
and obsendation platform, The education
center gccupies the south wing of the
around floor and can be used by ASL fac-
ulty and students twenty-four hours a day
without compromising mussum security, An
outdoor education garden and firing kiln take
advaniage of San Angelo’s cmate.

An important component of the program
ks the museumn's 300-seat meeting room,

which doublles as a performance space and
which can also accommaodate 180 peopla
banguet-style. Superh nver views beyond
its curved wandow wall makea it ideal for a
vanety of events, including SAMEA'S leciure,
chamber music, and film club series, An
adjacent caterar’s kitchan |s equipped with
an slecine dumiwaiter capable of delivering
refreshments 1o the rooftop garden. Sup-
poning thess actiities are a qiflt shop,
liarary, and muidtievel lobby.

SAMFA is designed 1o expand gracefully
with the growth of its collections and
programs. Acknowledging its civic
importance, the bullding embodies a strong
sanse of place and pays homage (o San
Angeln's and west Texas's vanerable histony,
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