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Since its founding in 1981, the San Angelo
Museum of Fine Arts (SAMEA) has extended
its reach bevond tradition

muscum boundaries
0 provide culiural entichment and educ
opportunities to this ciy of 43,000,

Having outgrown its home at Fort Cancho,
a national landmark that once qu:
the Buffalo Soldiers, the museum

10 construct a new facilit. The result, designed

by Hardy Holzman Pleiffer Associates, is a sisibl

and economic viality of the region
and an auractive and welcor

nd toy e
i the heart of a burgeoning,

g architectural

| magne for residents istsalik

redevelopment zone, connecting directly to several
miles of continuous pathways and parkland, and

adjacent to i

outdoor performance venue.
“The east fagadle s scaled 1 respond 10 vehicular
views from

arge thoroughfare; the west facade

engages the character of the developing Paseo:
1 the north looks out 1o the river and

downtown beyond.

Acknowledging s civic importance, the building
a strong sense of place and pays homage

exas” venerable history. In its elongated
ried limestone and other

shape.

locally qu;
indigenous materials, the new muscun: rescmbles
the buildings at the historic fort, A spavined,

copperiad roof, which hias heen called
addleback and a Conestoga wagon, distinguishes

the building from a distance, wansforming it into

e e
the local state university and independent school

district, the 26.000-square-foot
fac

340squarc-meter)

1y includes indoor and outdoor gallerics,

educational studios, and a public meeting space.
The museu is designed to expand graccfully with

growth of s collections and programs, and
has proven to be casy to maintain and operate
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